Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 193 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.076; wR factor = 0.201; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
In the title compound, C 14 H 10 FN 3 , the imidazole ring makes dihedral angles of 28.2 (1) and 36.60 (9) with the pyridine ring and the 4-fluorophenyl ring, respectively. The pyridine ring forms a dihedral angle of 44.68 (9) with the 4-fluorophenyl ring. Intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds are observed in the crystal structure. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms attached to carbons were placed at calculated positions with C-H = 0.95 Å (aromatic C-atoms). The position of H1 was determined from the difference Fourier map. All H atoms were refined in the riding-model approximation with isotropic displacement parameters (set at 1.2 times of the U eq of the parent atom). Figures   Fig. 1 . View of compound I. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are depicted as circles of arbitrary size.
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Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer θ max = 69.6º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 2.9º 
